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Celebrating 20 years of Spanish Worship at Trinity and Ascension, Portland,
and 22 years at Hope, Woodburn!

Thanks to the donors who responded to our Enlarge the Harvest Appeal.

People in need of the Gospel are richly blessed by your generosity.

Loving Our Neighbors
Even as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the world is in turmoil and there is fear
and anxiety among our Hispanic/Latino neighbors. It is a good time for all of us to think about preparing our
family for unexpected events or family emergencies both practically and spiritually. With resources provided by
Maria Vargas, Director of Economic Justice for the Portland Latino Network we have shared practical
information with Latino families.

The organization INDEMAYA recently met with Mayan
members of Ascension Lutheran Church to help with

paperwork. (Photo: Pr. Ruberto Ek Yah (center), his wife, Colleen and
members of INDEMAYA)

This is a great time to pray for our brothers and sisters
and to find ways to give encouragement and share the
love of Jesus in practical ways. A smile, an encouraging
call or text message, a trip to the store, or just a kind
word may be a priceless gift to help someone who is
anxious or frightened make it through the day. Praying
for or with someone is always a welcome expression of
the love and faith that makes us one in Jesus.

God’s Word and prayer and guidance from church leaders prepares us spiritually
“...do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. ? And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7

No se preocupen por nada; mds bien, en toda ocasion, con oracion y ruego, presenten sus
peticiones a Dios y denle gracias. ’ Y la paz de Dios, que sobrepasa todo entendimiento,
cuidard sus corazones y sus pensamientos en Cristo Jesus. Filipenses 4

Hospital visits, rides to appointments, home visits and devotionals, special
events to build fellowship and community, Bible study and worship in the heart
language, encouragement and spiritual support in times of crisis. . .

This is the work our deaconesses do
These are the things that help people get to know how much Jesus loves them.

These are the things your gifts support. Thank you!!



Yakima Pastor Peter Knutson
Returns from Study in the

Dominican Republic

In the summer Pastor Peter Knutson said,
“My hope is to grow especially in listening
and speaking from the heart, not just
relying on prepared notes. | want to be
better equipped to serve as a pastor in
everyday life—not just at the pulpit, but in
presence.” After a month of intensive study
at the LCMS seminary in the Dominican
Republic Pastor Peter says, "The time there

was invaluable. Being immersed in the language and missionary culture allowed me to practice speaking and
listening in ways that don't happen as easily in Yakima's blended culture. | especially appreciated the studies with
my grammar teacher (a Lutheran laywoman), the times accompanying the multi-national seminarians, and the
support of the missionaries in the field. All in all, it was an amazing experience. Thanks again for all the support.” In
the photo above, Pr. Peter had the opportunity to preach in Spanish. Between Pastor and the very tall man is
Pastor Ross Shaver who grew up at Hope, Woodburn, and now serves on the staff of the seminary in the Dominican

Republic.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, You gave the gift of languages to Your people. Please continue blessing the people of Yakima
and bring them into worship at Mt. Olive and bless Pastor Peter’s studies. Open His mind and loose his tongue to
communicate with the people You bring to him for pastoral care and ministry. Amen.

Awareness Campaign Continues

The goal of the campaign is to communicate the
existence and work of Lutheran Latino Ministries to 50
congregations in the Northwest District LCMS over the
next five years by visiting 10 congregations a year to
introduce Lutheran Latino Ministries and how
individuals and families have been impacted, and to
open their thinking to ministry possibilities in their
own neighborhood. So far in 2025, we have visited five
congregations and two LWML Gatherings. At right,
LLM President Pam Bridgehouse explains LLM’s
mission to the InterValley LWML Fall Gathering at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Yakima.

[photo by Nicole knutson] ~ Have you scheduled LLM’s visit to your congregation?
Email lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com to schedule.

Christmas Celebrations — You’re invited!

Hope, Woodburn: Wednesday December 17 at 6:00 pm La Posada celebration with party afterward.

Mt. Olive, Yakima: December 21 at 6:00 pm La Posada with party afterward.

Trinity, Portland: December 17 at 8:00 pm La Posada celebration with party afterward.

Redeemer, Salem: December 10 at 6:30 pm La Posada and party led by Deaconess Marta Luna

Members of Hope, Woodburn, have been filling Christmas shopping bags with toys for the children of
Cristo Redentor (Christ the Redeemer) Lutheran Church in Tijuana, Mexico. Pastor Lopez and his family will
deliver the gifts on December 27 in plenty of time for the traditional day of giving, Kings Day, January 6.
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We thank all our champions for financial support so far in 2025!

Please note: This list includes donors to the Family Fund. The list is complete at the time of printing.
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Congregations

Ascension Lutheran Church, Portland, OR

Faith Lutheran Church, Monmouth, OR

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA
Grace Lutheran Church, Molalla, OR

Hope Lutheran Church, Woodburn, OR

Living Savior Lutheran Church, Tualatin, OR
Peace Lutheran Church, Salem, OR

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Salem, OR

St. John Lutheran Church, Salem, OR

Trinity Lutheran Church, Portland, OR

Trinity Lutheran Church, Oregon City, OR

Groups and Organizations
Grace Women, Molalla, OR

Holy Cross LWML, Portland, OR
Interstate Zone LWML, Vancouver, WA
Living Way Bible Study

It’s not too late to
consult with your
financial planner to
arrange for a
Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD)
from your IRA.

St. Peter the fisherman Lutheran Church, Lincoln City, OR

Grants

Lutheran Foundation
Northwest District LCMS
Oregon District LWML
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Rev. Miguel Luna & Deaconess Marta Luna
Rev. Ken & Jetta Ollek

Hazel Platt

Are you willing to give some time?
Do you like working with computers?

Writing letters?

Making phone calls? Taking pictures?

Email us at

lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com

Sponsor a week of ministry
$1500
or
a month’s stipend for our
deaconess intern $900
Donate online or mail a check
to
Lutheran Latino Ministries
PO Box 293 WMt. Angel, OR
97362

Quarters 1- 3 INCOME vs. EXPENSES

Some recent gifts and grants have improved the picture.

Mar25 Apr 25 M3y 25 Jun2s

We depend on God’s perfect provision through donors like you.

Now is a great time to make your year-end gift!

Aug 25 Sep 2% oct2s Nov2s

Lutheran Latino Ministries is a Recognized Service Organization with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and a tax-exempt non-profit organization. EIN: 38-367424

All officers are unpaid volunteers: President: Pam Bridgehouse Vice President: Sara Cardona Secretary: Hana Brandt Treasurer: Janet Ellis Pastoral Advisor: Rev. Zabdi Lopez



Lutheran Latino Ministries
PO Box 293
Mt. Angel, OR 97362

https://lutheranlatinoministries.org
email: lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com

Use the QR Code to access the LLM website and donate today!

Please pray ...

e For our Hispanic Latino neighbors who may be fearful
and anxious

e For our workers and all who worship at the Spanish
services, and all who benefit from the ministry;
that they will be active disciples

e Awareness Campaign — that more people will
learn about LLM’s mission and ministry

N EXT M E ETI N G e That God will raise up workers to serve in the

Yakima Valley and the Northwest District
e That congregations will reach out to youth and

SATURDAY January 31 10:00 AM their Hispanic/Latino neighbors
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH e For all our champions who generously support the

work by their prayers and financial gifts
510 May St We need volunteers to work with social media, finance

MoIaIIa OR 97038 committee, fundraising team,
)

and strategic ministry planning.

Please join us for mission updates “Let the favor of the LORD be upon us and

the business of the ministry. establish the work of our hands. . .”
Psalm 90:24
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