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Celebrating 20 years of Spanish Worship at Trinity and Ascension, Portland, 
and 22 years at Hope, Woodburn! 

 
 
 

The Vision of Lutheran Latino Ministries 

Every LCMS congregation in the Northwest District  
will have a discipling relationship with the Hispanic/Latino people in their area. 

 

Latino Ministry in Salem 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Salem is a partner with Lutheran Latino Ministries. LLM’s Missionary Deaconess 

Marta Luna works daily with people in the neighborhood providing  
prayer and Bible studies in homes and at the church. Special events like 
family fun nights and holiday parties help bring the people together in 
fellowship and learn that the church is a friendly place. Pastor John 
Rallison describes Deaconess Marta’s ministry at Redeemer: 
“Deaconess Marta Luna serves faithfully among the Hispanic 
community at Redeemer Lutheran Church. She helps Spanish-
speaking people feel welcome both on Sundays and during the 
week. Each Sunday, she prepares a short devotional and songs in 

Spanish. She sits with Hispanic people during worship so they feel more at home. While we don’t yet 
have a Spanish-language service, we print our worship bulletins in Spanish each week so people can 
follow along in their heart language. During the week, Marta spends time at church calling families to 
pray with them and offer encouragement. She also meets with women for conversation and prayer, and 
she keeps personal care items on hand to share with those in need. Marta visits families in their homes 
as well, bringing Scripture, prayer, and the love of Christ. Her ministry brings grace, hospitality, and 
hope to the Hispanic community in Northeast Salem.” 

Understanding the Gospel in their own language is a great comfort to the people. 
One of the regular attendees says she is making new friends at church and adds, 
“I am filled with peace, learning more every day with Deaconess Marta here in 
Salem. I am blessed. . . and encouraged to keep going.”  

To the supporters of LLM, she says, 
“We are grateful to the people who support us with your prayers 

and helping people in need. We’re also thankful to Deaconess Marta 
for helping us and for her love.” 

 

Your support makes this ministry possible. Thank you! 
  

  

Summer/Fall 2025 

Thanks to the donors who responded to our Pentecost Appeal  
People in need of the Gospel are richly blessed by your generosity. 

 



Yakima Pastor Peter Knutson to Study Spanish in the Dominican Republic 
Pastor Peter says: “In June, our first combined morning-and-evening service was 
an exciting step forward. A few individuals who regularly attend both services 
were eager to help bridge the gap, and it was a joy to see familiar faces 
connecting across our communities. Some members mentioned feeling a bit out 
of their depth—relying on memories of high school Spanish—but seeing the 
shared work that Pastor Lopez and I are doing has strengthened Mt. Olive’s 
ministry.  
“The first service I led without Pastor Lopez went well in many ways. While a few 
regular attendees were absent, the faithful who came were warm and 
encouraging. We shared a delicious meal, and our worship centered on how 
Jesus loves both Mary and Martha, even as He invites us—like Mary—to be 
grounded in His Word.  
“This October, I’ll be attending a Spanish-language immersion course through a 

partnership between the LCMS Offices of National and International Mission. While the Yakima worship 
community has been encouraging and gracious about my Spanish, I still often feel out of my depth in casual 
conversations. My hope is to grow especially in listening and speaking from the heart, not just relying on prepared 
notes. I want to be better equipped to serve as a pastor in everyday life—not just at the pulpit, but in presence.” 
Prayer: Holy Spirit, You gave the gift of languages to Your people. Please continue blessing the people of Yakima 
and bring them into worship at Mt. Olive and bless Pastor Peter’s studies. Open His mind and loose his tongue to 
communicate with the people You bring to him for pastoral care and ministry. Amen. 
 

Deaconess Intern Hana Continues Seminary Study 
After a sabbatical year Hana has resumed her studies in the Online Deaconess Formation Program of Concordia 
Seminary. Her deaconess work includes teaching and prayer ministries with youth and families at Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Portland/Gresham. She continues teaching and loving her students at Reynolds High School. 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we ask your continued blessings on Hana as she studies and teaches. Help her balance her 
work, study, and family life, and bless her husband Colin as he supports her in ministry. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
 
LLM Is Active Participant in the Northwest District All Peoples Commission 
LLM officers Pam Bridgehouse, Sara Cardona serve on the All Peoples Commission (APC) along with Jeff Kranich, 
DCE, Portland; Dr. Linda Borecki, Portland; and Rev. Tim Bayer, Tacoma. LLM Pastoral Advisor Rev. Zabdi Lopez has 
been chosen to chair the Commission. The Commission’s specific purposes are:  

• To engage with key leaders of existing ethnic ministries  
• To make available culturally and linguistically accessible resources for Word and Sacrament ministry and 

outreach in the unique cultural illustrations and context that are most fruitful in reaching the lost and 
discipling the saved, bringing the good news of Jesus Christ and His love for all people to every culture and 
ethnicity in the Northwest District.  

• To support a stronger culture of consensus leadership reflective of the rich diversity in the Pacific Northwest 
by intentionally inviting underrepresented voices, including lay and clergy, women and men, current and 
developing leaders within the Northwest District to serve on the APC and thereby as advisory members of 
the Board of Directors. (In compliance with June 2022 NOW District Resolution 2-09a) 

The All Peoples Commission meets monthly by Zoom. They are working to develop a plan for the creation of an 
annual Ethnic Ministry Conference to gather leaders of ethnic ministries together for awareness, support, 
encouragement, networking, and training, and  to explore the possibility of creating an “Interpreters On Call" 
service of volunteers fluent in both English and at least one other language who are willing to be a resource for 
ministries in need of translation services.  
Prayer: Father, we thank You for Your love shown to us by Your dear Son, Jesus. He taught us that people will know 
us by our love. In the name of Jesus, we ask Your blessing on the work of the All Peoples Commission as we seek to 
extend Your love and Your Gospel to all peoples through the ministries You have brought to the Northwest District. 
Amen.  



We thank all our champions for financial support so far in 2025! 
Please note: This list includes donors to the Family Fund.  The list is complete at the time of printing. 

 

Impact Partners/Major Donors 
Connie Adams 
Fred & Pam Bridgehouse 
Franck Geuder 
Mark Hoelter 
Nora Lueck 
Rev. Ken Ollek 
Ruth Petersen 
Rev. George & Terry Putnam 
Beverly Schumacher 
Pat & Sharon Shaver 
Terry Simon 
Carolyn Stucky 
Wayne Tonack 
 

Harvest Partners/Recurring Donors 
Barry & Becky Boe 
Bruce & Susanne Dennis 
Rev. Paul & Susan Doellinger 
Mark & Sherry Duin 
Lisa Fogg 
René Grier 
Rev. Herb Hoefer 
Rev. Dan & Ella Kunkel 
Rian & Jenny McIvor 
Joyce & Carl Matthey 
Rev. Terry & Peggy Merrill 
Darrel & Carmen Nagel 
Eunice Porter 
Jeff Travis 
Gary & Kae Wise 
 

Other Champions 
Walter & Janet Bahr 
Rev. Erhart & Anita Bauer 
Susan Beagle 
Rev. Ed & Lou Brandt 
Rev. & Mrs. B.A. Camin 
Leonard & Yvonne Dooley 
Dan & Janet Ellis 
Rev. Jim & Sandra Fryckman 
Tom Grunow 
Bethany Hesemann 
Carl & Irene Jones 
Allen & Rhonda Lindskog 
Sigrid Rule 
Elizabeth Schultz 
Mark Shaver 
Mae Smith 
Tom & Janet Sonoff 
Sam & Karen Tai 
George Thurston 
Mary Toops 
 

Groups and Organizations 
Grace Women, Molalla, OR 
Holy Cross LWML, Portland, OR 
Interstate Zone LWML, Vancouver, WA  
Living Way Bible Study 
 

In Memory of. . . 
Judy Benjamin 
Carol Hoefer 
 
 

 

 

 

Sponsor a week of ministry    
$1500 

or  
a month’s stipend for our 
deaconess intern   $900 

Donate online or mail a check 
  

   
          

 

Congregations 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Portland, OR 
Faith Lutheran Church, Monmouth, OR 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA 
Grace Lutheran Church, Molalla, OR 
Hope Lutheran Church, Woodburn, OR 
Peace Lutheran Church, Salem, OR 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Salem, OR 
St. John Lutheran Church, Salem, OR 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Portland, OR 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Oregon City, OR 
 
 
 
 
 

-  Awareness Campaign Continues   - 
The goal is to communicate the existence and work of Lutheran Latino 
Ministries to 50 congregations in the Northwest District LCMS over the next 
five years by visiting 10 congregations a year to introduce Lutheran Latino 
Ministries and how individuals and families have been impacted, and to 
open their thinking to ministry possibilities in their own neighborhood. 
 

So far in 2025, we have visited five congregations 
and one LWML Gathering. 

 

Have you scheduled LLM’s visit to your congregation? 
Email lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com to schedule. 

Grants 
Lutheran Foundation 
Northwest District LCMS 
Oregon District LWML 
 

Are you willing to give some time? 
Do you like working with computers? Writing letters?  

Making phone calls? Taking pictures? 
Email us at  lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com 

 

Quarters 1 & 2  vs. 
Some recent gifts and grants have improved the picture somewhat. 

We depend on God’s perfect provision through donors like you. 

Lutheran Latino Ministries is a Recognized Service Organization with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and a tax-exempt non-profit organization. EIN: 38-367424 
All officers are unpaid volunteers: President: Pam Bridgehouse   Vice President: Sara Cardona  Secretary: Hana Brandt Treasurer: Janet Ellis  Pastoral Advisor:  Rev. Zabdi Lopez 

  

mailto:lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Use the QR Code to access the LLM website and donate today!

Lutheran Latino Ministries 
PO Box 293 
Mt. Angel, OR 97362 
 

https://lutheranlatinoministries.org 
email:  lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com 

News  
and an 

Invitation 

Please pray … 
• For our workers and all who worship at the 

Spanish services, and all who benefit from the 
ministry; that they will be active disciples 

• Awareness Campaign – that more people will 
learn about LLM’s mission and ministry 

• That God will raise up workers to serve in the 
Yakima Valley and the Northwest District 

• That congregations will reach out to youth and 
their Hispanic/Latino neighbors 

• For all our champions who generously support 
the work by their prayers and financial gifts 

 

We need volunteers to work with social media, 
finance committee, fundraising team,  

and strategic ministry planning. 
 

“Let the favor of the LORD be upon us 
and establish the work of our hands. . .” 

Psalm 90:24 
 

NEXT MEETING 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13  10:00 AM 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
211 Parr Rd 

Woodburn, OR 97071 
 

Please join us for mission updates  
the business of the ministry. 

ENLARGE THE HARVEST 
FUNDRAISING LUNCHEON 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 1 
LIVING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TUALATIN, OR 

https://lutheranlatinoministries.org/

