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ANNUAL REPORT 
People of Lutheran Latino Ministries 

Lutheran Latino Ministries’ Pastoral Advisor Rev. Zabdi Lopez has accepted a call to serve Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, as Admissions Officer for Ministerial Formation.  He will be responsible 
for admission of students across all areas of ministerial formation as well as 
traveling to recruit prospective students and foster awareness of vocation and the 
process of discernment. Pastor Lopez and his wife will live in St. Louis. He will be 
greatly missed by the people of Hope, Woodburn, where he has served since 
September 2016. He will also be missed by the Oregon Pastors Conference and the 
Northwest District Board of Directors’ All Peoples Commission. May God bless and 
prosper Pr. Lopez and his family. He writes:  

“My family and I have been blessed to serve the people here in Woodburn and in the Northwest District.  
Since I came to Hope in September 2016 we have celebrated 48 baptisms, 29 First Communions, 37 
Confirmations, 30 people received into membership, 5 weddings,  a number of quinceañeras, and 12 
funerals.  
We provided music classes, language classes, discipleship classes, and helped a number of people pass the 
written test for their driver’s license. We organized special events that helped bring people into the church. 
Hope with Lutheran Latino Ministries have supported the ministry in Yakima by sending me to preach and 
help grow the congregation there. I believe that you are equipped to carry on and keep the church growing 
and making disciples. 
I was privileged to serve as the Pastoral Advisor for Lutheran Latino Ministries that is centered here at Hope. 
I was the Treasurer for the Oregon Pastors Conference and was appointed to fill a vacancy as Oregon Vice 
President of the Northwest District LCMS. 
Serving here has been a real blessing. I am sad to leave but God has called me to close my time here and 
start the next chapter. We will miss you. Hope and the Northwest District will always be in our hearts.” 
 

Deaconess Marta Luna continues her work through Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Salem, Oregon. She visits families to provide 
spiritual and human care and provides Bible studies and 
fellowship/community building events at the church. Sunday 
mornings she welcomes people into the church and helps 
Spanish-speakers navigate the English language services. Rev. 
John Rallison uses AI to translate the worship bulletin into 
Spanish. Deaconess Marta reports that the Latino people are 
warmly welcomed at Redeemer.   

 
Deaconess Intern Hana Brandt hopes to complete her seminary studies in summer 2026. She is 
studying while continuing her work as a full-time teacher at Reynolds High School in Troutdale, OR. 
Hana continues doing home visits, Sunday School teaching, and serving on the Youth Board at 
Ascension Lutheran in Portland/Gresham. Supporting youth in church leadership is an important 
part of her ministry. Crafting is also an important part of Hana’s ministry. “I feel like I’ve been able 
to use my gift of knitting to bless people.” Knitting is a good conversation starter opening the door 
for spiritual care. Hana also serves the Oregon District LWML as Young Women Chair and is 
involved in Heart to Heart Sisters of All Nations. 

  

Winter 2026 

Deaconess Marta leading a Bible Study 



During the last year in Portland, Pr. Ruberto has celebrated three baptisms, four 
First Communions, two House Blessings, four Quinceañeras, one wedding and one 
Memorial service. During his time in Mexico last year he preached at two funerals 
and a Christmas Eve service, and two house blessings. He also preached to his home 
congregations via YouTube, and prepared all the bulletins. Technology is a blessing! 
The point is, all the trust and support and education you provided for Pr. Ruberto is 
bearing fruit and enlarging the harvest. Pastor Ruberto has also translated a booklet 
from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation into his native Maya language and one year 
ago he completed his translation of Luther’s Small Catechism, spreading seeds that 
we  pray will continue to Enlarge the Harvest. At right: Pastor Ruberto with Rev. 
Stephen Heimer, LCMS Manager of All Peoples Ministries who was the speaker at 
our Enlarge the Harvest fundraiser in November. He preached at Hope, Trinity, and 
Ascension November 2 and added his Mariachi trumpet style to the worship. 

 
Rev. Peter Knutson carries on the ministry with the people of Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church in Yakima, WA. With help from Pastor Lopez and his family, and a month of 
training in Spanish language and Latino culture at Reformer Seminary in the 
Dominican Republic, Pastor Knutson is confidently continuing Spanish/Bilingual 
worship services. “This year marked our third time hosting a Posada, and it was a 
beautiful time together. Pastor Lopez preached for us, and his message on the depth 
of the traditional story meant a great deal to all who were there.  We are deeply 
grateful for his service among us, and especially for his presence at this 
gathering.  His support has led our community to become stronger in faith and 
praise.” 
 

Pam Bridgehouse and Sara Cardona continue serving on the Northwest District LCMS Board of Directors’ All 
Peoples Commission (APC). The purpose of the APC is to build awareness of the various LCMS ethnic ministries in 
the Northwest District (NOW), and to connect the leaders of those ministries for mutual encouragement and 
fellowship among believers of all cultures. APC reports to the Board of Directors at their quarterly meetings. 
 

Mission Goals and Plans 
We are entering year two of LLM’s Five Year Awareness Campaign. The purpose of the campaign is to build 
awareness of ministry with and among our Hispanic/Latino people in the Northwest District. In 2025 LLM 
representatives made presentations to three congregations and two LWML gatherings. Our original goal of 10 
congregation visits per year for five years has been adjusted to a more realistic goal of five visits per year. 
Strategic Ministry Plan: Latino members of Trinity, Portland, Ascension, Portland, and Redeemer, Salem, met at 
Grace Lutheran in Molalla, OR on Saturday January 31. Also present were four of LLM’s major donors. The group 
made plans to prepare lay members for making disciples and working to grow the church. Plans include studying 
together and presenting events that we hope will draw neighbors into the church. The importance of authentic 
friendships will be a major focus. With Pastor Lopez’s departure we are again in a season of change and transition. 
We pray for God’s guidance. 
 

Working Together – April 25 there will be an event at Hope, Woodburn to connect and encourage church 
leaders from the various cultures in the Northwest District LCMS. The family event will be a joint effort of  the 
LWML Heart to Heart Sisters of All Nations and the All Peoples Commission of the Northwest District LCMS Board 
of Directors. Angelica Juarez, Trinity, Portland, will be the main speaker. Please encourage you know from 
cultures other than Anglo to attend with their families. 
 

A TRAINING OPPORTUNITY – can you help? Celebrating 100 Years of Hispanic Ministry in the LCMS 
Leader Development is at the forefront of our planning. Sending a delegation from LLM to the National 
Hispanic Ministry Convention to be held in Irvine, CA during July 2026 will be a valuable experience for 
developing leaders. Some 10 LLM people hope to attend the Convention. The expense will be approximately 
$1,500 per person. There will be fundraisers and we are also seeking sponsors. Contact LLM to sponsor. 



We thank all our champions for financial support  
December 2025 – January 2626! 

Please note: This list includes donors to the Family Fund.  The list is complete at the time of printing. 
 

Impact Partners/Major Donors 
Connie Adams 
Louise Bandick 
Fred & Pam Bridgehouse 
Leonard & Yvonne Dooley 
Franck Geuder 
Mark Hoelter 
Nora Lueck 
Rev. Terry & Peggy Merrill 
Ruth Petersen 
Rev. George & Terry Putnam 
Beverly Schumacher 
Pat & Sharon Shaver 
Carolyn Stucky 
Wayne Tonack 
Elaine Von Wald 

Harvest Partners/Recurring Donors 
Bruce & Susanne Dennis 
Rev. Paul & Susan Doellinger 
Lisa Fogg 
René Grier 
Rev. Dan & Ella Kunkel 
Joyce Matthey 
Darrel & Carmen Nagel 
Eunice Porter 
Jeff Travis 
Gary & Kae Wise 
 

Champions 
Rev. Erhart & Anita Bauer 
Barry & Becky Boe 
Linda Borecki 
Dale & Julie Bystrom 
Rev. & Mrs. B.A. Camin 
Erin Ferré 
Rev. Ron & Donna Hues 
Dallas Platt 
Mary Toops 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities a week of ministry $1500 
or  

a month’s stipend for our deaconess intern   $900 
or 

one person to National Convention$1,500 
 

Donate online or mail a check to  
Lutheran Latino Ministries 

PO Box 293     Mt. Angel, OR 97362 

Congregations 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Portland, OR 
Faith Lutheran Church, Monmouth, OR 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA 
Grace Lutheran Church, Molalla, OR 
Hope Lutheran Church, Woodburn, OR 
Peace Lutheran Church, Salem, OR 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Salem, OR 
St. John Lutheran Church, Salem, OR 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Oregon City, OR 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you willing to give some time? 
Do you like working with 

computers? Writing letters?  
Making phone calls?  

Taking pictures? 
Email us at  

lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com 
 

December-January 2025  vs. 

Lutheran Latino Ministries is a Recognized Service Organization with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and a tax-exempt non-profit organization. EIN: 38-367424 
All officers are unpaid volunteers: President: Pam Bridgehouse   Vice President: Sara Cardona  Secretary: Hana Brandt Treasurer: Janet Ellis  Pastoral Advisor:  Rev. Mark Hoelter  

Grants 
Northwest District LCMS 
 

Groups and Organizations 
Grace Women, Molalla, OR 
Grace LWML, Ashland, OR 
Holy Cross LWML, Portland, OR 
St. Peter the fisherman Lutheran Church, Lincoln City, OR 
 

In Memory or Honor of. . . 
Judy Benjamin 
Eunice Kramer 
Leonard Troxel 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use the QR Code to access the LLM website and donate today!

Lutheran Latino Ministries 
PO Box 293 
Mt. Angel, OR 97362 
 

https://lutheranlatinoministries.org 
email:  lutheranlatinoministries@gmail.com 

Please pray … 
• For our Hispanic Latino neighbors who may be fearful 

and anxious 
• For our workers and all who worship at the Spanish 

services, and all who benefit from the ministry; 
that they will be active disciples 

• For fulfillment of our strategic Mission and 
Ministry Plans 

• That God will raise up workers to serve in the 
Yakima Valley and the Northwest District 

• That congregations will reach out to youth and 
their Hispanic/Latino neighbors 

• For all our champions who generously support the 
work by their prayers and financial gifts 

 

We need volunteers to work with social media,  
finance committee, fundraising team,  

and strategic ministry planning. 
 

“Let the favor of the LORD be upon us and 
establish the work of our hands. . .” 

Psalm 90:24 
 

NEXT MEETING 
SATURDAY April 18  10:00 AM 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
5520 NE Killingsworth St 

Portland, OR 97218 
 

Please join us for mission updates  
the business of the ministry. 

https://lutheranlatinoministries.org/

